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“Investing in scientific research for metastatic 
breast cancer, for women after me, is one 

way to provide hope and greater quality of life.”
– Laurie Hamilton

DONATE ONLINE
saintlukeskc.org/doctorsday

Your generosity can offer hope and healing 
to so many. Invest in the future of our 
community with a gift to Saint Luke's.

saintlukeskc.org/doctorsday

Saint Luke’s donor hopes 
to improve the science that 

SAVED HER LIFE



The amount of your gift is confidential. 
But we will deliver the very special words of 

encouragement and appreciation you have shared 
with your Saint Luke’s doctor. 

DOCTOR NAME

 On a research boat in Antarctica, Laurie Hamilton stood facing 
the unknown.

 The perspective at the South Pole is disorienting. The horizon 
warps the concept of distance. Shadows give nothing away. The silence 
penetrates. Wrapped in this strange new world for 27 days gave Laurie 
the courage she needed. She would do it. She would have the surgery.

 Days before her trip, Laurie received a phone call from her doctors 
at Saint Luke’s Hospital Koontz Center for Advanced Breast Cancer with 
devastating news from her mammogram results. She had advanced 
cancer—stage 3B. Doctors suggested immediate treatment.

 Within two days after returning from Antarctica in December 2016, 
Laurie had the surgery—a simultaneous double mastectomy and double 
reconstruction. She spent months undergoing proton radiation therapy 
at Barnes-Jewish Hospital.

 Throughout her treatments, she put her trust in Timothy Pluard, 
MD, who encouraged Laurie to receive genetic sequence testing to 
determine why the cancer was so aggressive. The test revealed she had 
an uncommon somatic genetic mutation. Only one FDA-approved drug 
had off-label use for that family of genes.

 “Dr. Pluard said, ‘This is the latest today’s science has to offer,’”
  Laurie recalled. “It was interesting he used the word today’s   
  science.”

   With her commitment to research and finding more effective 
treatments for breast cancer, Laurie is taking part in multiple clinical 
trials, lasting as many as 10 years. She believes in the power of science 
and technology to improve lives, which is why she recently decided 
to establish the Laurie J. Hamilton Advanced Breast Cancer Research 
Endowed Fund.

 Research has identified many genomic mutations, but how these 
ultimately lead to cancer has not yet been established. Laurie hopes 
tomorrow’s science will provide these answers and improve the lives of 
women with advanced breast cancer. For the rest of her life, Laurie will 
continue to be focused on what she is leaving behind in the name of 
clinical research.

 “Investing in scientific research for metastatic breast cancer, 
   for women after me, is one way to provide hope and greater 
   quality of life.”

 While Laurie has had many blessings in life, she has gone through 
a lot to get here. She overcame an early-stage breast cancer diagnosis 
in 1991 and, since then, has lost friends and both her parents. She spent 
many stressful years in school, including attending law school at age 59.

 Laurie has given so much of herself to research and medicine 
and will continue to do so with regular donations to her endowed fund. 
She is an advocate for women investing in women. 

 “I don’t need more things, I’ve had lots of opportunities. 
   I just want time.”

Yvonne Miller
CEO, Saint Luke’s Foundation
Chief Development Officer, Saint Luke’s Health System 

DONATE ONLINE

saintlukeskc.org/doctorsday

Celebrate a 
Saint Luke’s Doctor

On National Doctors’ Day—
we invite you to show your 
support for the Saint Luke’s 
doctors who embody our 
commitment to compassionate 
care, focus on innovation, 
and dedication to always 
serve with clinical excellence. 

Recognize your exceptional 
Saint Luke’s doctor by sharing
an anecdote or words of 
appreciation or make a gift
in honor of your favorite doctor.

 As we celebrate National Doctors’ Day on March 30, Laurie wanted 
to extend her personal appreciation for Dr. Pluard and his team, who are 
among the main reasons she donated to the Foundation. By donating 
in honor of your doctor, you are supporting what they do best while 
championing compassionate, patient-centered care for all who walk 
through our doors.

Thank you for all you give,
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